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measures from many members of his
party.

The sponsor in the lower house is
Deputy Speaker of the Assembly Ar-
thur O. Eve, a liberal Democrat. The
Black and Puerto Rican Legislative
Caucus and the National Education
Association of New York have also
strongly endorsed the bills.

Supporters of the legislation em-
phasized that they did not oppose all
standardized testing.

"What we're trying to do is make
the tests as fair as possible for all
individuals," Mr. LaValle said.
"When we talk about these tests,
we're talking about people's fu-
tures."

Assemblyman Roger L. Green,
chairman of the Black and Puerto Ri-
can Legislative Caucus, said minor-
ity-group politicians had grown more
concerned about standardized tests
as they watched the decline of black
enrollment in professional schools.

"There's no question but that
those tests are biased and they have
something to do with it," he said.

He added, however, that the test-
ing legislation "should not be looked
at as a parochial, minority issue."
Making the tests fairer and easing the
process for challenging questions
"really helps everyone," he said.

Several speakers in favor of the
legislation pointed to recent ques-
tiens on standardized tests that they
said were biased against minorities.

'ffow M-y Regattas in Harlem?'

CharlCs Stbne, professor of Eng-
lish at the University of Delaware
and former director of minority af-
fairs at E.T.s., cited an analogy ques-
tion that required students to know
the word "regatta." "How many re-
gattas are there in Harlem or the
south side of Chicago?" he asked.

"No single process has more per-
petuated racial segregation in this
country than standardized testing,"
Mr. Stone said, adding that the pro-
posed legislation would "help E.T.s.
enter the democratic 20th century."

Jerry Lee, Deputy Speaker Eve's
special assistant, who testified on be-
half of the National Conference of
Black Lawyers, said the racial impli-
cations of a test question had once
led him to walk out of the examina-
tion. "Minority test-takers must dis-
play a significant level of cultural
self-denial, alien-value assumption,
and acquiescence in racial degrada-
tion in order to obtain an acceptable

Testing-company offi cials strongly
defended their efforts to insure the
fiairness of the tests.

"E.T.s. is committed to take all
feasible steps to prevent bias in the
construction of its tests," said Wil-
liam Harris, director of the E.T.s.
Northern Regional Office. "Unfortu-
nately, the bills before you .contain
provisions based on the assumption
that a difference between groups in
performance on a test question auto-
matically means that the question is
biased.

"Such an assumption is false edu-
cationally and psychometrically. If it
were true, math questions would be
considered biased because Asian stu-
dents score higher than white stu-
dents.

"We urge you not to legislate Pro-
cedures that will tie our hands and
those of other testing companies that
are advancing the theory and prac-
tice for new ways to make tests as
fair as possible," he said.

'Misleading and Harmful'

Frederick H. Dietrich, vice-presi-
dent for programs of the College
Board, which sponsors the Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test and many other
standardized tests, said his organiza-
tion was most concerned about the
bill that calls for the compilation and
analysis of the scores of students
from minority groups.

"Since performance among racial
or ethnic groups may reflect educa-
tional disadvantages, any attempt to
remedy those disadvantages by ma-
nipulating the tests, rather than ad-
dressing the substantive issues of
finding ways to enhance educational
preparation of all students, would be
both misleading and harmful to the
very students whose interests we be-
lieve the sponsors of this bill have at
heart," he said.

Jacqueline E. Woods, director of
the Washington office of the Ameri-
can College Testing Program, said
legislation including licensing tests
under the provisions of the "truth-in-
testing" laws would lead to major in-
creases in the costs ofthose tests.

As the hearing dragged onfor more
than four hours, legislative patience
waned. John J. Fremer, vice-presi-
dent of the measurement division of
the Psychological Corporation of
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, told the
legislators that requiring challenges
to be public "would help those seek-
ing to harass testing companies."

Senator LaValle cut him off.
"!Ve're sorry you feel we're harass-
ing you," Mr. LaValle said. "Think
how students feel when they're deal-
ing with test companies."
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tion-the filing deadline is June 3--
Democratic Gov. JamesJ. Blanchard
is almost certain to emphasize his
record of support for higher educa-
tion when he begins his campaign.

He will remind voters that he has
increased appropriations to state uni-
versities by 40 per cent, has frozen
tuition at public institutions, and has
doubled the number of needy college
students receiving state financial aid.

Governor Blanchard is expected to
make the state's economic recovery
the centerpiece of his campaign, and
to argue that higher education is an
important factor in continued eco-
nomic development.

So far, no Democrats have come
forth to challenge Mr. Blarrchard.
However, five Republicans have
filed as gubernatorial candidates, in-
cluding Wayne County Executive
William Lucas, a black conservative
who gained widespread national at-
tention when he converted to the
c.o.P. last year.

New Mexico. Higher education
has already become a topic of debate
forthe six Republicans and one Dem-
ocrat who are seeking the gubernato-
rial nominations in the June 3 pri-
mary. Outgoing Gov. Toney Anaya
set the stage earlier this year by ap-
pointing a commission to examine
possible cost-saving measures at
state colleges and universities.

The field of Republican candidates
includes Ganty E. Camtthers, pro-
fessor of agricultural economics at
New Mexico State University and a
former state c.o.p. chairman. The
lone Democrat, Ray Powell, was the
vice-president of Sandia National
l"aboratories in Los Alamos.

Ohio. Vot€rs will choose between
the flemocratic incumbent, Richard
F. Celeste, who has concentrated
state resources on bolstering aca-
demic quality and the research capa-
bilities of public colleges and univer-
sities, and former Gov. James A.
Rhodes, whose l5-year tenure as
governor included a dramatic growth
in higher education.

The Ohio affiliate of the American
Federation of Teachers (e.r.l.-
c.t.o.) has endorsed Mr. Celeste, but
the state N.E.A. organization has not
yet backed a candidate.

Governor Celeste has identified
education as one of his top three
campaign themes. Any discussion
about higfier education during the
campaign is likely to center around
the ability of Ohio's colleges and uni-
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