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WASHINGT0N-By emphasizing
stan(bfdized scholastic aptitude tests,'U.S. colleges and univercities "may
unknowingly be using wealth, race,
sex and geography as a basig for ad-
misgions," a leader of a national stu-
dent organization said Friday.

Joel Packet legislative direcbr of
the US. Student Assn., testified with
iiiher ereerts on the first day of 'hear-

ings by a panel examining standar-
dized testins for the National Acade-
my of Scidncgs' National Research
Council.

The panel is addressing concerns
raised by sorne minority groups, edu'
catots, ind others that standardized
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tests have.'sssuhd bo big a role
finm schools to the workplaee.

Paeker told the committee that
"there does not seem to be much dis-
agreement that standardized tests, at
all levels, discriminate against minor-
ities and low-income pertons."

He said such a correlatlon also had
been found between family income
and scholastic aptitude t€sts: The
higber.the. family ingome, the higher
the median test score. Easterners do
bett0r than Westerneru oR the same
tests, he said,

Nancy Gaeta of the American Fed-
eration of Teachers testified that test-
ing in elementary and secondary
schools was necessary !o discover
students' learning problems.,But, she

t€, Expert Says
continued, "it is inappropriate t,o
make comparisons between children
according to some nafionally set stan-
dard."

Richard H. Mcltillip of the U.S. Ci-
vil Service Commission's pemonnel,
research and development cent,er said
that standardized tebts were essential
in determining which of 1.6 million
federal job applicants would be hircd
each year.

McKillip said the commission rcal:
ized thaf a "balance needs !o be
struck between the social prublems
and the need for a work force the
govemment can get, the most work
for its dollars from,"

The written test remains, "the sin-
gle most valid method we have avail-
able," he said.


